
                   Starting with a Web Diagram… 
 

Starting with a 
web diagram 

• Assessing prior knowledge is important – we have to make sure all students are on 
the same page before we begin down the long road of a concept. 

• Accessing prior knowledge using brainstorming and web diagraming can be useful 
because it: 

o Allows students think time – you can walk around and get a feel for what 
each student knows and does not. 

o Allows you to drive the focus  
§ You take their answers and arrange them in coherent ways, adding 

what you want to as you go. 
o Shows students a useful brainstorming tool  

Goal 

Students will understand: 
• What a text is and what falls under that category 
• What the process of talking to the text is and why it is important 
• How to talk to the text 

Students will become better at: 
• Pre-reading strategies 
• Reading comprehension 

Objectives 

Students will: 
• Define a text through brainstorming and group discussion 
• Identify the 4 step process of talking to the text 
• Using the front and back cover of a book, talk to the text using comments, 

questions, predictions, and connections. 
• Students will predict a major conflict in the book based on their talking to the 

text. 

Activities – in 
order 

• Brainstorming – written 
o Think/Pair/Share 

• Web diagram – as a class, on board, on brainstorming sheet 
• Talking to the text handout 
• Front and back cover – handout 

o Teacher will read once – follow along silently 
o Student – read silently and use talking to the text handout to talk to the text 

• Share out – Discussion 
o What facts do we know? 
o What inferences can we make (review yesterday’s lesson on inference 

making) 
o How do you know these inferences are valid? 
o What are some questions you have about the book so far based on your 

reading? 
o What predictions do you have? 
o What conflicts might come up for Artemis based on your reading? 

 



What is talking to the text? Write down as many things as you know about this process? If you have never heard of it, what do you think it 
might mean? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Talking to the Text 



Talking to the Text 
Talking to the text can help you to be an active reader, listener, and viewer. 

A TEXT is anything that we can create.  Here are some examples: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comments 
• This is good because… 

 
• This is confusing because… 

 
• I like the part where… 

 
• My favorite part so far is… 

 
• This part is interesting because… 

 
• I like this character because… 

 
• This part is weird because… 

 
• He or she looks… 

Questions 
• Who did… 

 
• What’s this part about… 

 
• What would happen if… 

 
• What does this section mean… 

 
• What does this word mean… 

 
• Why did he/she do that… 

 
• Why did he/she say that… 

 
• Why is he or she wearing that… 

Predictions 
• I think that… 

 
• I wonder if____will happen… 

 
• I bet that … 

 
• He/she will probably… 

 
• I think he/she will change his/her 

mind about… 
 

• I have a feeling that… 
 

• It seems like he/she will… 
 

• I think his expression means… 
 

• I think  

Connections 
• This reminds me of… 

 
• This character is like… 

 
• This is similar to… 

 
• This setting reminds me of… 

 
• This part is like the time when… 

 
• This word reminds me of… 

 
• This is like when I… 

 
• This reminds me of an article I 

read… 

Books  Magazines       Movies   Television shows  Songs  Websites 
 
Clothing Photographs       Poetry   Conversations  Labels  Vehicles
       
Currency Advertisements     Food   Videogames   Billboards Furniture
  



Prologue 

How does one describe Artemis Fowl?  Various psychiatrists have 
tried and failed.  The main problem is Artemis’s own intelligence.  He 
bamboozles every test thrown at him.  He has puzzled the greatest medical 
minds, and sent many of them gibbering to their own hospitals. 

There is no doubt that Artemis is a child prodigy.  But why does 
someone of such brilliance dedicate himself to criminal activities?  This is a 
question that can be answered by only one person.  And he delights in not 
talking.  

Perhaps the best way to create an accurate picture of Artemis is to tell 
the by now famous account of his first villainous venture.  I have put 
together this report from firsthand interviews with the victims, and as the 
tale unfolds, you will realize that this was not easy.  

The story began several years ago at the dawn of the twenty-first 
century.  Artemis Fowl had devised a plan to restore his family’s fortune.  A 
plan that could topple civilizations and plunge the planet into a cross-species 
war.  

He was twelve years old at the time… 


