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Literature Curriculum Explanation Summerbridge Goals Keystone Exam – Basic Skills 
*Here are our logistical expectations for you this 

summer *Ideally, this summer you will: *These are some of the items that the state 
expects students to be proficient in at this age 

• You should pick one age and reading level 
appropriate book for your students to 
complete this summer over the course of 
your 6-week unit. 

• The book is a vehicle through which to teach 
them the skills identified in this curriculum. 

• We want you to inspire a love of reading in 
your students and help them to feel more 
confident about reading in the future. 

• We want you to help students with reading 
comprehension, analysis, and interpretation. 

• We want students to walk away from your 
class having addressed at least a few of the 
items listed in the Keystone column. 

• We encourage you to utilize a variety of 
creative techniques to teach these skills and 
strategies. 

• You can certainly introduce ancillary 
material outside of your book that you think 
will be useful in teaching students particular 
strategies or in enhancing their understanding 
of the book. 

• We encourage you to help students make 
cross-curricular connections between the 
book and other course content.   

• We encourage you to utilize cross-curricular 
content to enhance your unit and the units of 
your core team teachers. 

• Foster a love of literature and reading.  

• Enable students to see connections between 
their lives and the text. 

• Help students to contemplate other 
perspectives, other worldviews and beliefs, 
and other points of view. 

• Encourage open communication in the 
classroom between students. 

• Help students to share their opinions in 
coherent and appropriate ways and help 
students to talk through difficult ideas even 
and especially when students disagree. 

• Introduce terms and concepts students will 
see in their future schooling. 

• Provide students with strategies to be more 
self-sufficient learners. 

• Provide students with the opportunity and 
support to finish reading an entire book 
during their 6 weeks in the program. 

• Help students to identify other books or 
genres they might be interested in reading. 

• Provide students with opportunities to engage 
in hands on, differentiated learning activities 
related to the book and its content. 

• Analyze an author’s purpose and how it is 
achieved in literature. 

• Determine and clarify meaning of vocabulary 
in literature 

• Comprehend literature during the reading 
process 

• Make and support interpretations of literature 

• Compare, analyze, and evaluate literary 
forms 

• Compare, analyze, and evaluate literary 
elements 

• Interpret and analyze the universal 
significance of literary fiction 

• Identify and analyze literary devices and 
patterns in literary fiction 

• Analyze an author’s purpose and how it is 
achieved in literature  

• Determine a theme or central idea of a text 
and analyze in detail its development over 
the course of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

• Identify and analyze text organization and 
structure in literary nonfiction 

• Identify and analyze essential and 
nonessential information in literary 
nonfiction 



 

Curriculum Guide Strategies Terms/Concepts 
Teach at least 4 of the following Teach at least 6 of the following 

• The Strategies and Terms/Concepts columns 
on this page contain a list of items that we 
expect you to include in your unit and lesson 
plans this summer. 

• You will not be able to include all of them – 
instead, we ask that you select at least a 
certain number in each that you will focus on 
this summer. 

• Strategies: You must teach inference making 
and talking to the text. Please select at least 
two other items from the Strategies column. 

• Terms/Concepts: Please select and teach at 
least 6 items from the Terms and Concepts 
column. 

• When selecting these strategies and 
terms/concepts, please note that these items 
cannot be taught in a single lesson or activity. 
You will likely want to spend time on these 
items and reinforce them over time in 
different ways. 

• When selecting terms/concepts – identify the 
items that make the most sense for teaching 
your particular book.  

Must Teach: 

1. Inference Making 
2. Talking to the Text 
 
Select at least 2 others: 
3. Pre-reading strategies 
4. Identifying meanings of unknown words 
5. Evaluating author’s intended message 
6. Evaluating alternate messages in the text 
7. Evaluating legitimacy of sources of 

information, including narrators.  
8. Differentiating between important and 

minor/irrelevant details 
9. Identifying and analyzing important themes 

throughout the text 
10. Identifying mood and tone of a text 
11. Identifying relationships between ideas, 

motifs, themes, characters, texts  
12. Evaluating characterization and identifying 

important character traits 
13. Identifying and analyzing symbolism within 

the text 
14. Identifying important plot points and 

analyzing their effect on the story. 
15. Identifying different types of conflicts and 

their effect on the overall story. 
16. Drawing connections between different 

elements – characters, conflicts, actions, 
dialogue, settings – in a book. 

17. Identifying cause and effect – how do 
character actions create ripple effects? 

1. Allegory 

2. Alliteration 
3. Allusion 

4. Anecdote 
5. Antagonist 

6. Anthropomorphism 
7. Antonym 

8. Archetype 
9. Bias 

10. Characterization 
11. Conflict 

12. Connotation 
13. Diction 

14. Epilogue 
15. Fiction vs. 

Nonfiction 
16. Foil 

17. Elements of plot 
18. Point of View  

19. Figurative language 
20. Figure of speech 

21. Flashback 
22. Foreshadowing 

23. Genre 
24. Hubris 

25. Hyperbole 
26. Imagery 

27. Irony 

28. Juxtaposition 
29. Metaphor  

30. Mood 
31. Motif 

32. Narration 
33. Onomatopoeia 

34. Personification 
35. Persuasion 

36. Point of view 
37. Plot 

38. Prologue 
39. Propaganda 

40. Protagonist 
41. Satire 

42. Setting 
43. Simile 

44. Speaker 
45. Stereotype 

46. Stream of 
consciousness 

47. Suspense 
48. Symbolism 

49. Synonym 
50. Syntax 

51. Theme 
52. Tone 

 


